Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 39 | Issue 1

Article 97

2018

The War that Saved My Life
Melissa Secor

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr
BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Secor, Melissa (2018) "The War that Saved My Life," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 39 : Iss. 1 , Article 97.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol39/iss1/97

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the All Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion in Children's
Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu,
ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Secor: The War that Saved My Life

Book Review

The War that Saved My Life

Author

Kimberly Brubaker

Illustrator
N/A

Reviewer

Melissa Secor

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
316

Year

Nine-year-old Ada has never left her small apartment in the middle
of London. Born with a club foot, her mother is too ashamed to ever
allow her out in public. When World War One begins and London is
deemed unsafe for children, Ada sneaks out with her younger brother,
Jamie, when he is shipped to the countryside to live with a foster family until London is safe again. When they get there, they meet Susan,
a woman who has never been married and has no kids of her own.
Although she’s hesitant at first, she quickly begins to love Jamie and
Ada and takes care of them in a way they’ve never known before. Ada
learns to walk and read and begins to grow more confident every day.
This book is so beautifully written. It really captures the emotions and
the personalities of the characters. The characters are well-developed
and progress through out the story. Ada is verbally and physically
abused by her mother, which may be sensitive and difficult for some
people to read. However, the transformation that takes place in Ada’s
life is beautiful and well-written. She teaches herself how to walk, how
to read, how to ride a horse, and completely transforms into a confident, healthy girl. The setting is historically accurate and is explained
in rich detail. This is a great book for children and adults and would
work great in a classroom or at home to aid in teaching about the first
World War.
* Contains mild violence.
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